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The book weaves together three narratives:
A family's medical crisis in Rotterdam,
economic research on small island
vulnerabilities, and the natural history

of the queen conch whose perfect shell,
evolved over millions of years, now threatens
the species’ survival as environments change.

The question isn't whether to build protective
shells. The question is: what shells have you
built, and when the world changes, will they
protect you or trap you?
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